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SUBJECT: US-TURKISH MILITARY SUPPLY ISSUES 

1 . TURKISH AMBASSADOR ESENBEL CALLED ON COUNSELOR NIMETZ 
MAY 26 TO DISCUSS TURKISH-US SECURITY RELATIONSHIP. HE 
SAID HIS GOVERNMENTWAS ANXIOUS TO LEARN HOW U.S. PROPOSED 
TO HAVE TURKISH E-4 PROGRAM CONTINUE AND WONDERED WHETHER 
STEPS COULD NOT BE TAKEN SOON SO AS TO AVOID DEADLINES 

OE MANUEACTURERS AND U.S LAW AND PROCEDURES. 

2. NIMETZ EXPLAINED THAT STUDY OE E-4 PROBLEM, IN CON- 
SULTATION WITH DOD AND MCDONNELL DOUGLAS, HAD NOW BEEN 
COMPLETED. ON BASIS OE THIS STUDY, WE WERE CONFIDENT F-4 
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PROGRAM COULD BE CONTINUED. THERE WERE VARIOUS MEANS OF 
PROCEEDING BUT EIRST STEP WOULD REQUIRE AN INTERIM COMMER- 
CIAL CONTRACT EUNDED BY TURKISH COMMERCIAL LETTER OF CREDIT 
DESIGNED TO COVER THE PERIOD JUNE 30-OCTOBER 31. WHEN 
ESENBEL INDICATED INTEREST IN HAVING OTHER SUBSEQUENT 
OPTIONS EXPLAINED TO HIM, NIMETZ PRESENTED PAPER (TEXT IN 
SEPTEL) OUTLINING HOW E-4 PROGRAM MIGHT BE CONTINUED 
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THROUGH FY 78 AND BEYOND. IN OUTLINING OPTIONS NIMETZ MADE 
CLEAR THAT WHENUS-TURKISH DEEENSE COOPERATION AGREEMENT 
WAS APPROVED - AND WE HOPED THIS WOULD OCCUR AT AN EARLY 
DATE - IT SHOULD BE POSSIBLE PROMPTLY TO PLACE REMAINING 
PORTIONS OF F-4 PROGRAM COMPLETELY UNDER FMS IF THAT WAS 
WISH OF TURKISH GOVERNMENT. 

3. ESENBEL READ PAPER AND SAID HE WOULD CONVEY TEXT TO 
ANKARA SOONEST. DECISION AS TO WHICH OPTION WOULD BE 
CHOSEN WOULD HAVE TO BE MADE IN ANKARA. IN THIS CONNECTION, 
NIMETZ INDICATED THAT AS SOON AS TURKISH GOVERNMENT DESIRED 
U.S. TECHNICAL TEAM WOULD BE AVAILABLE TO EXPLAIN SITUATION 
AND SUGGESTED OPTIONS IN GREATER DETAIL. ESENBEL SAID 
TURKISH GOVERNMENT WOULD WELCOME VISIT OF SUCH A TECHNICAL 
TEAM. HE DID NOT BELIEVE JUNE 5 TURKISH ELECTION WOULD BE 
FACTOR IN SCHEDULING TEAM'S VISIT. 

4. DISCUSSION THEN TURNED TO STATUS OF PRESIDENTIAL DETER- 
MINATION FOR DOES 55.4 MILLION REMAINING IN FY 77 FMS 
AUTHORIZATION FOR TURKEY. NIMETZ SAID NECESSARY DOCUMENTS 
WERE NOW UNDER PREPARATION AND EXPRESSED HOPE THAT DETER- 
MINATION COULD BE DELIVERED TO CONGRESS BY JUNE 15. 

5. ESENBEL INQUIRED FINALLY ABOUT PROSPECTS FOR EARLY 
CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE HEARINGS ON TURKISH-US DEFENSE 
COOPERATION AGREEMENT. HE SAID CONGRESSMAN LEE HAMILTON, 
CHAIRMAN HIRC EUROPE SUBCOMMITTEE, HAD PROMISED TO MAKE 
DECISION IN NEAR FUTURE ON SCHEDULING HEARINGS ON DCA. 
ESENBEL EXPRESSED HOPE THAT SUCH HEARINGS WOULD BE HELD 
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SOON AND THAT ADMINISTRATION WOULD NOT UNDERTAKE TO DELAY 
A CONGRESSIONAL STEP OF THIS KIND UNTIL AFTER NEW TURKISH 
GOVERNMENT WAS INSTALLED FOLLOWING JUNE 5 ELECTIONS. 

NIMETZ SAID HE HAD HEARD NOTHING ABOUT POSSIBLE CONGRES- 
SIONAL HEARINGS ON DCA AND SAID HE WAS SOMEWHAT SKEPTICAL 
THAT UNCOORDINATED MOVE OF THIS KIND BY A FEW SYMPATHETIC 
CONGRESSMEN WOULD BE DESIRABLE. VANCE 
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